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THE GASPE WHALERS
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Recalling some accounts of the
Gaspé whalers in action in the
St.Lawrence Estuary and Gulf
during the 19th century.







THE GASPE WHALERS

“ I MUST GO DOWN TO THE SEAS AGAIN...
TCO THE GULL'S WAY AND THE WHALE'S WAY
WHERE THE WIND'S LIKE A WHETTED KNIFE...

SEA-FEVER - JOHN MASEFIELD

" LAUGH AT FEAR !
PLUNGE IT DEEP, THE BARBED SPEAR !
STRIKE THE LANCE IN SWIFT CAREER |
GIVE HIM LINE ! GIVE HIM LINE
DOWN HE GOES THROUGH THE FOAMING BRINE °

OLD WHALING CHANT

"THAT IT MAY PLEAFE THEE TO FUCCOUR,HELP, AND COMFORT
ALL THAT ARE IN DANGER, NECEFFITY AND TRIBULATION;
WE BEFEECH THEE TO HEAR US, GOOD LORD "

1788 PRAYER BOOK OF
CAPT. WILLIAM ANNETT,
WHALER OF GASPE.

In many a peaceful cemetery on the shores of Gaspé Bay rest
the remains of the men who, in their day and generation, made the
name and reputation of the Gaspé whaler well known and renowned
in Gaspesia and far beyond their native shores. When, long years
ago, they sailed their home built and eminently seaworthy
schooners out of Gaspé Bay, there were no media reporters
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Or Journzlists at dockside to chronicle theipr departure, Radio, to report the
storms and perils that they faced at Sea, was yet unknown. Nor was there
television to catch the high drama of their whaling or to film interviews
with returning Captains and their Crews, With the passing of time even the
tales of their eXperiences, known to their families and descendents are being
forgotten. Porhdnately a few,.rare accounts of their contemporaries,who saw
them in action and recorded their impressions, remain in print, As such accounts
may not be readily accessible to Gaspesians, and may be of. interest, GASPé oF
YESTERDAY pProposes to.recall them.,

The Quebec nistorian ang author, James McPherson Le Moine, a gzrandson of
the well-known Gaspesian, Daniel McPherson of Point St.Peter, knew Gaspé well

and of the GaSpJ whalers wrote:

Many times during visits to Gaspé I hagd thg épport&nity to hear

at first hand from these intrepid whalers accounts of the incredible

dangers that they had experienped in harpooning whales, I even had the
fortunate ovportunity to sail on one of these whaling Schooners, the
"BREEZE", Captain Arbour, but luck didn't favour us, Captains Arbour,
Coffin, Annett, Baker, Boyle, Stewart, here were men whose energy and
ability as whalers would be honoured in any country,

( Translation from'LZS PECHERTES Dy CANADA)

An interesting account of one of the GaspJ whalers, Captain Boyle,and
his crew, in action, exists in a rare, old book entitled, curious%g’enough,
SALMON FISHING IN CANADA - BY A RESIDENT - EDITED BY COLONEL SIR JAMES
EDVARD ALETANDER, KNT,{ K.C.L.S., 14th REGT. It was published in London,
Enzland, in 1860. From the chapter, WHALE FISHING- IN THE ST.LAVRENCE, we have

the following first hand account of the unknown author in the year 1849:
X

The Bay of Seven Is nds abounds with whales in the summer Season,

and at a short distance from it, on the 26th of July, 1849, it was
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my good fortune to witness, for the first time, the capture of the
monster of the deep in the legitimate manner. Two of my companions
on that occasion had freguently seen and often described to me, as
the most exciting of all sights, the Spanish bull-fight; but if it
is fair to form an opinion from their conduct, exclamations and
gestures at the period I speak of, I should say that whale fishing
must very closely approximate in the feelings it produces to the

very best of bull-fizhts,

We had been for some weeks enjoving ourselves upon the tanks of the

Mingan and Manitou Rivers, and we were now retracing our course %o

-

Quebec in the good yacht, "IROQUOIS", with a lizht breeze from the
eastward, which, when we got about fifteen miles west of the Peroquet
Islands, subsided into a complete calm, We were not long in the
listless state which such circumstances usually produce, for one of
our crew discovered an extraordinary appeafance at about two miles
distance from us, which, as it was carefully-examined by the aid of
our telescopes, became more and more strange to look upon. It looked
like a brig turned upside down, its masts seeming to rest upon the
water, while its hull was elevated in the air, and crowned with two
large crescents, This vision quickly changed its form, and the crescents
apneared to approach us obliquely, while the hulls of the vessels

retained their orizinal shape.

Whoever has sailed in summer.amcng the Mingan and Peroquet Islands has
observed many wonders worked by the mirage. In an able paper in the
Transactions of the Literary 2nd Historiecal Society of Z2uebec, Dr,
Kelley noted that : "All the various forms assumed by objects, under
the influence of this mirage, seem to be the result of two or more

images alternately erect and inverted, either distinct or minzgled
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3ut to return to our story. The crescents continued Tradually to
ap~roach, and, as they digd S0, to become less elevated at the horns,
until after a short time they stood revealed before us in their true
character, as two whale boats, each having one man standing in the
stern steering with a long ocar, and another in the bow armed with the
fatal harpoon, Almost at the same instant that we discerned these things
clearly, the mist that had pPreviously obstructed our view and distorted
what we saw, was withdrawn as the lifting of a veil, and presented to
us cleagly the whaling vessel to which the hoats_pelcnged, and, still

Tore interesting, the whale of which they were in pursuit,

For a considerable time the chase was continued before either of the
boats could ap-roach sufficiently near to the leviathan to enable the
harpooner to deliver his deadly weapon, Never &;d I experience more
tremulous anxiety than during the tiﬁe that the whale éppeared to be
coquetting and aiternately alluring and disappointing his pursuers;
Sometimes displaying his unwieldy bulk on the surface of the water,

lving apparently in a state of insensibility, then diving out of dight,

leaving the blue waters foamin white %enind him,
=2 g

The instant ne descended into the water toth -oats crews rowed with

2ll their mizht towards the spot where they deemed it probable he would
azain rise to take breath. This occured Several times, till at last,
uron his rising from his dive} which he d4id within a few feet of the
hoat nearest to our yacht, he received the harpoon deep into his flesh,
Then arose a shout into the skies, and the stern cry of "Rack All!" from

te 3uccessful hoat was answered by a chant from the cther,

===
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The instantaneous rush of the infuriated and wounded whale, tearing the
1ittle boat freirhted with human life through the hissing waters, was terridbly
sublime. Such was the velocity with which it flew that it literally cleaved
out for itself a channel through the deep, "a wall of waters on the right hand
and on the left," which was sufficiently high to conceal the adventurous
whalers completely from our view till they had attained a distance from us
of, I should say, about two miles, when the huge whale, beginning to become

exhausted, commenced to move in a circle and so return towards us.

At this period we perceived that, beside the whale in which the harpoon
was driven, there was another of much larger size whicg accompanied every
motion of the former; this we subsequently learnmed was the old or cow whale,
whose disposition is said to be mild and inoffensive, except when its young
is attacked, wheg'it is as bold as a lion and manifests an affection-which is
truly interesting. On this occasion the old whale continued to swim round the
young one, to roll over in the water as if to allure it from its pursuers,
evincing thé tenderest maternal solicitude. Then as if aﬁare of the impending
peril of her inexperienced offspring; as the boat drew near, she would swim
round her calf in decreasing circles, showing the utmost anxiety to draw it
seaward, failing in which she would lash the olue waters into foam with
repeated blows of the tremendous flukes of her powerful tail, causing
reverberations like a thousand thunders; and, to my astonishment, for I
had never heard oé/;ead that the whale had any such ability, jumping as high
out of the water in proportion to her size as I have ever seen a lively
salmgn or a spotted trout.

Before taking out 2ll the line from the hoat's crew, the rounz whale, in

\ .
whikth the harpoon was firmly fixed, hezan to ascend towards the surface, and

e was then hzuled in by the men and coiled away in the tub kept for

e by the steersmen., The moment the whale came up so as to be
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enabled %o breathe and olow, "he went smoking off like a locomotive with an
express”, The men held on manfully to the line, and with oars veaked, ready
to be seized in 2 moment, away azain they dashed in the track of the whale,
dad they been yoked %o a team of wild horses travelling over glassy ice, their
rate of travelling‘could not have heen quicker. As they flew along at the tail
of the monster, they could see nothing but a white bank of foam, which rolled
up hefore them higher than the bow of the bhoat, threatning each moment to

overflow them,

At lenzth the unfortunate whale slackened his Speed, when, the men nauled
up to him and the h;rpooner adroitly darted his 1anc§; 2 pointed weapon as
Sh2rp as a needle, deep into his flesh; again the poor aﬁimal made a desperate
dut short race, at the end of which he was met by the second hoat which had
kept as near as possible during the chase, and frdﬁ which he received another
wound with the piercing lance. Weakened with loss of "lood, which was now
sovouted forth from his huge nostrils in torrents, the subdued monster soon
became passive, and his captors lay off at safe distance to wait the last
struzgle. This was soon over, for after a few moments of convulsive writhing,
there came the final spasm which was terrible to see. The surrounding waters
were lashed into foam, and 211 the previous exhibitions of the huge whale's
Dower were as nothing compared with the incredible strensth put forth in the
last "flurry" which however zradually subsided till the dying monster
wearily elevated his monstrous head considerably above the waves, uttered a

groan loud beyond congeption and lay.a lifeless mass upon the waters which

were deeply tinged with his blood,

The two boats then approached the enermous carcass when the whalers put
a8 noose a2bout the tail and towed it slowly towards their vessel. e then
lowered our boat and went alongside the whalerf which proved to be the
"ELLEN JANE" of Gasp;, cormended and owned by Captain Boyle, a respectable

and kind-hearted man, who received us with much civility, and was evidently
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much zratified with the valuable capture his men had made. He cshowed us
through every part of his vessel with a subdued cheerfulness and thoughtful

alacrity.

e witnessed the process of cutting the blubber off the carcaés of the
whale, which was done with a sharp instrument with a long handle called a
apade, the men while they used it standing upon the floating body of their
victim. We remained looking on until one of the fins was cut off and hoisted
on board the vessel, and this required the strength of four able-bodied men
with a powerful tackle to effect, and until Captain Boyle had caused a lzrge
viece of the flesh, resembling an immense round of beeg, to bte put into our
boat - during the whole of which the unfortunate old whale kept snorting and
snoring and blowing about us, showing many symptons of rage and fury, which
caused us to remark to Captain Boyle that, "his was-a dangerous occupation",

when he replied that, "if the Almighty had zifted the whale with a knowledge

of his strength, few indeed would be cauzht"

We then took leave of this worthy man and his companions, and a breeze
sprinzing up, which soom freshened to a gale, we lost sight, probably for
ever, of those who had a’forded us an o~portunity of beholding ore of the

most exciting spectacles which the world can afford.

Dangers are continually incurred in the whale fishery. A boat, almost as
frail as = bubble, approaches the side of a whale slumbering upon the ocean,
sixty or eighty feet in length, and a harpoon is plunged into his body. His
efforts to destroy his tormentors or to escape from them are terrifiec. The
ocean is lashed into foam by blows from his enormous flukes, which would
2lmost dash in the ribs of a man-of-war. Often he rushes at the boat with
lightning speed and with open jaws and it is crushed like an egg-shell in Y¥is

mouth,

In this frightful warfare many are maimed and many lives are lost

3 = o AT kelemaneonln & 4 8~ e et o7
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soil, yet virtue, humanity, true n02ility and the fear of God can live

and gzrow in e whaleship, We met thenm upon this occasion combined in

Captain Boyle, whidchit would te ingratitude not o acknowledge,



THE GASPE WHALERS

Thoush whaling was not a priority concern of the Overseer of Fisheries
for the Lower R?ver and Gulf of St.Lawrence, Dr,Pierre Fortin, his official
reports to *he Government, made from 1852 to 1867, have interesting references
to the Gasp{‘whalers. The following extracts from his reports are typical of

his observations, comments and recommendations:

1856 - Durinz the day ( September 1st ) Captain Baker's schooner, from Gaspé
Basin, fitted out for the whale fishery, came into the Bay of Mingan
to take in water. I was informed that the shoals of whales are rzrely

met with in the Gulf, even on the bvanks which are their most usual

reébrt, so that the whale fishery is not expected to be productive

this year,

1857 - It is now proper to meke a few observations on the whale fishery, which
is carried on in the Gulf of St.Lawrence by whalers who are settled in

Gaspé Basin and the neighbourhood,

Zizht schooners, of which I here zive the names, are employed in this

Undertaking :

TALVE TC'NAGE QO VNER

"DERTANCE" | 65 Wm. ANNETT & CO.
"JOHN STEWART" 76 CHARLES STEZVART
"BREEZE" 45 HARBOUR & MILLER
"VIOLET" 39 HENRY SUDDARD
"ELIZABETH" 52 JOHN LE éOUTILLEER
"H R 2" 59 WILLIAM WEST

" PERSEVERANCE" 69 COFFIN & ANKETT
"RANBLER" 50 Wm. BAKER & CO,

These ve=sels, manned by eight or ten hands each, and carrying two

boats called whale boats, are fitted out in Gaapé Harbour, principally
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at the establishment of r.Jozn Le Routillier, The whaling commences in

the Gulf about thr first of June,

Whales are met with in almost all the lower varts of the River and the
Gulf of St.Lawrence, but more éspecially on certain b»anks in which they

resort in shoals, doubtless because thet find abundant food in those plzces,

Among the species of whales which frequent the Gulf of St.Lawrence four are
most remarkadle : the BLACK, the HAULTPBACK, ftHe SULPHUR-30TTOM and the

FIN-BACK,

The Z2LACK "THALE, which is by far the most valuablg, is unfortunately not
the most numerous ; a few only are met with., In Seven or eizht years T
believe no more than four or five have been killed on our coasts,

The HUNMPBACK, vielding from ten to eighty barrels (30 zallons per barrel)
of 0il, is found in considerable numbers in tge Gulf and is easily Rilled,
The SULPHUR-30TTOM and FIN-BACK are very difficult to take, on account of
their rapid movements when they feel the harpoon. Accopdingly, I anm
informed that it is always neéessary to wound them with the lance hefore

harpooning them ; moreover they vield comparatively little oil,

The most favorable places in the 3ulf for the pursuit of thw whale are
the Mingan.Shoals, Situated “etween the North Cape in the Island of
Antocosti a2nd the River St.John on the North Shore and the St.John's
Shoal, lying in a channel in the Straits of Belle Isle, between_St.John's
J Island on the coast of Newfopndland and Great Mecatinna Island on the
coast of Labrador. According to Mr.Stewart, one of the most experienced
persons enzaged in the whale fishery of Gaspé, #wnales pass the winter
on the North 2ast coast of the Tnited 3tates 2nd 4o not resort to the
Gulf of St,Lavrence tefore the end of May. Yearly all the females have

at that time a young one, which they zuard with zreat affection and

defend furiously when it is in danger. Accordingly, our whalers do not



i

| 3.
venture to attack a young whale when its mother is at hand to defend it,

harnoon, succeed in killing only a

Qur whalers, making use only of the
limited number of whales yearly, which they zlmost always succeed in

securing and towing to their vessels, where they cut them up.

1859 - The first persons who pursued the whale fishery in the Culf of St.
Lawrence were fishermen from Nantucket who came to Gaspé Basin during
the War of the American Revolution; but it was on a very small scale at
first, for their means did not admit of their making extensive outfits.
Afterwards, however, they were able to procure larger vessels and make
zreater profits; and to this day the schooners that are fitted out every
year from Gaspe for the whale fishery are chiefly owned by their
descendents. These schooners are ten in number, and are manned by nearly

two hundred seamen, who are not inferior to Aéerican or to English

whalers either in skill, in hardihood, or in courage.

The whalers leave Gaspé Basin, where they are fitted out, at the beginning
of June, not to return for the purvose of layinz up until the middle of
September. ...the whaling schooners from Gaspé bring back 20,000 to

30,000 dollars worth of oil each year.

1861 - An official return of the payment of fishing bounties claimed by
ship owners of Gaspe included the following,of which a number were

engaged in the Whale fisherd:

CLAIMANT ' SCHOONER

C.STEVART "JOHN STEVART" _ // ;ﬁ
JOZN DAVIS "OSPREY™ [ .

Wm. HARBOUR "BREEZE" | \
Wm. BAKER "RAMBLER"

WM., ANNETT "DEFIANCE"

Jos.TRIPP "ADMIRATTION™ =




1861 -

4,

CLAIMANT SCHOONER

JOHN ASCAH "HIGHLAND JANE"
P. MULRCONEY . "VILLAGE 3ELLE"
P. COFFIN " PERSEVZRANCE"
J. SUDDARD "VIOLET"
H.WALSH & BROS. "LORD DOUGLAS"
JOHN HOWELL "UNDAUNTED"
F.KENNEDY "TEMPERANCE"
C.ROBSON "AID"

J L ADANM "ORION"

J.ROSS "BRITTANIA"
E0.,MILLER "RANGER"

The reports of Dr.Fortin have a number of dramatic accounts of great
storms that plagued seamen in the Gulf. In fact his own armed schooner,
"LA CANADIENNE" was wrecked in such a2 gale and blinding snow stérm on
the North Shore late in 1861, The following recounts storm conditions

as they affected a Gaspe whaling schooner:

October 25, 1861 . The easterly wind which had brought us there,

¢ to Paspebiac) had become, by the hext day, a regular gale

accoqpanied by heavy rain, The sea had become very rough in the harbour
ee.and the boats and small craft could not make their apvearance there

any more,

During the afternoon, Captain Chzrles Stewart's whaling schooner, after
" :

having lost, in Perce Harbour, her tro 2nchors, had run before the

storm sixty miles and was now seen in the offing with her flag flying

as a signal of distress,

I immediately sent my long boat, under the\command of Captain Bernier,

‘-...,q "

~
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to her assistance, and notwithstanding the heavy sea, which threatened to.
swallow up the lizght craft, he succeeded in conveying to them one of our
spare anchors and in mooring her in safety. On the same day, four other
schooners came %o take shelter under FPaspebiac Point ; they reported that

the storm was extremely violent outside,

1865 - On the 17th of July, Captain Davis of the whaling schooner "OSPREY"
of Gaspé, came into Bradore Bay with a young whale in tow. It was
the first that Captain Davis had tzken since the commencement of
the whaling Seaéon. The other Gespé whalers ha;; been rather more
fortunate in their cruises....the weather has ﬁeen too frequently

stormy since the Spring to allow of a productive whale fishery being

carried on. %

In his 1865 report, Dr.Fortin made a number of recommendations
concerning the Gaspé whale fishery,which he considered to be in
decline, Encouragement of the whalers should be gziven in the form
of more =zdequate tounties, The Govermment should provide formal
training of the captains and ship officers of Gaspé in navigation.
The whalers of Gaspe should be erncouraged to ctuild and equip larger
vessels, on the New England model, to enable them to extend the

limits of their search for whales beyond the Gulf waters.,

1867 - With his election as Member of Parliament for Gaspé in 1867, the

remarkable career of Dr.Fortin as Overseer of Fisheries came to an end

!

and his place wass taken by Theovhile Tetu, ZS9. This account of the
> - 2 21 : 3
Gaspe wnzalers will close with the following extract from his first

report: Y

b, 1
The port Gaspé is the only one in Canada that dispatches,

as it has done. for mzny years, schooners fitted out for the
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€Xpress purpose of whale fishing in the Gulf of St.Lawrence., At Tirst

these enterprises were nizhly proiitable, whales teing numerous and

readily allowing tremselves to be approached by the harpooner. Now,
horever, both these conditions are reversed - bhut few whales visiting
our coasts and those veing so timid that often it is only after having
rowed for days in all directions, carefully following the movements

of a whale, that the harpooner succeeds in dealing it a blow.

-
SCHOONERS FROM GASPE BASIN EMPLOYED IN THE WHALE FISHERY IN 1867

SCHCONER CAPTAIN TC TIAGE " CREW 0IL
mADNMIRATION™ Jos.TRIPP 46 15 200 bbls.
TVICLEDS HENRY SUDDARD 37 15 180
"RAMBLER" CHARLES STEWART 51 15 170 "
"HIGHLAND JANE JOHN ASCAH 64 15 23T »
"BREEZE" Wm. HARZOUR 45 15 g n

"LORD DOUGLAS" JAMES BAKER 58 15 g6 "



THE GASPE WHALERS

Yet another observer of the Gaspe whalers at first hand was Abbé Ferland
of Quebec who visited the distant Missions of Gaspesia and the North Shore
of the Gulf of St.lLawrence and recounted his experiences in such books as
"LES CCTES DE LA GASPESIE" and "VCYAGE AU LA3ZRADCR",., It was on his way fo
GaspJ Bay,when the vessei in which he sailed was off of L'Anse aux Gris-Fond

(Griffon Cove), that Abbe Ferland recorded the following encounter :

On leaving harbour we ran into head-winds; however our misfortune was
to the advantaze of a schooner that we hailed. She was bound from Chaleur
Bay for Quebec and her Captain was asked to zive news of us there. The
evening was hazy with dark, wind-driven clouds on the horizon. To the
windward of us we next observgd another schooner of dnusual appearance,

Two long boats hung from her sides, one to starboag@ and one to port and
along her decks were a dozen or so stalwart crew members who seemed to be
ready for adventure. Black, heavy and plowing through the waves, this
schooner had the lugubrious appearance of that musterious vessel of death
that according to the tradition of English seamen apvears on a mid-summer
night to some ship that is destined to perish. Ah well ! the zloom that was
spreading over the waves was such as fo presage the start of such a terrible

nizht,

4

But this was not,.after 2ll, the "Flying Dutchman" of Enzlish marine.
tradition but a whaling ship of Gaspé Bay with its long, straizht and light
whaleboats, It carried the crew appropriate for whaling action. This schooner
ordinarily cruised between Anticosti Island and the south shore where whales
were ~umerous. For several days pas®, in fact, there had been scareely an hour
when we Aid not see several whales surface, blow a column of water into the
air, cambol about, plunge three times, then repeat the same performance a
little further away. Three or four whales were often in sizht at different

points, some near us, others two or three leazues distant. These enormous
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Creatures are, they say, very

‘ol

articular rezarding their food and appear
to seek out their own Special nourishment, Then they swim thus, near the
surface, they are chasing 2 very tiny fish that they like to eat very much

and that they swallow ty the thousands,

Eab b A S e

After having visited the Mission of Douglastown in Gaspé Bay, Abbe Ferland
recorded an interesting account of his visit to the whaling station at

Peninsula Pojnt in the inner harbour of Gaspé Bay:

The 3ishop wished to wvisit the whaling station whewve the Gaspe whalers
take their catch. Several boats (of Douglastown) were made ready to %ake us
there and,with the advantage of a lizht 7ind ,we sailed there in little time,
After passing the exterior sand bank (Sandy Beach Bar) we made for another
sandy point that extended out into the harbour (Péginsula Point) and on
which were several small sheds; these were used to store the whale blubher

until it was melted down in great cauldrons so as to extract the o0il and

gfease, The residue was used as fuel for the fires,

The cutting up of the whale was done at sea or in a harhour convenient to
the location there the whale was xilled. Afier anchoring the carcass firmly
to the side of the schooner, the crew, with spikes attached to the soles of
their sturdy boots, climbed out on the inert and élippery body. Armed with
spades,anivea and hooks, they proceeded to cut off the flesh in long bands
;Lich we;e hoisted by means of alwindlass and stored in the hold. The fins
of the whale were detached with care and loaded. 7Then the work was finished

the crew climbed back on deck, the ropes that had held the carcess wer e

loosened and the remainsg of t2e whale sank Slowly into the depths of the sea,

Tne whalers find no difficulty in eating whale meat but only the Indians -

have‘fhe apvetite to swallow the fat, the taste of which, they say, resembles

that of lard, 0il drips from it even before it is heated by the fires, Such “&_

b TN
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first oil is ;ré}ly superior to that rendered by the heat of the furnaces

and commands a higher price.,

From our location on Peninsula Point we had a view of the entire
harbour torether with a large part of the Basin and the villagze where the
aristocracy of Gaspg live. Into the harbour flow the North-Vest and the
South-West Rivers. This inner harbour could shelter an enfirq fleet;
when we were there it sheltered several ships and the Government schooner

of Captain Eéyfield, employed in mapping the coasts of the District.

.
i
L )

The scene of the narrative of Abb€ Ferland concerning the Gaspe whalers
now shifts to the North Shore of the Gulf of St.Lawrence where he had thé
opsortunity to meet two of the noted whaling captains of Gaspg, Captain .

Stewart and Captain Coffin:

In the course of the afternoon we received news that a whaling schooner
was coming into the neizhbouring harbour ( La Tabatiere) towing an erﬁnmoué
whale., M, Levesque and I were invited to observe the cutting-up operati9n;
the offer was so welcomed that we reached the whaling schooner of Captain
Stewart just as his crew were starting work. The whale had just been killeé
ty Captain Coffin, who had received nelp from Captain Stewart in laying fa;t
to it and bringing it into harbour safely; by traditional azreement Céptaiﬁ

Stewart would thus have the right to a third-of the prize.

A single thrust of the lance'had sufficed to kill this whale whiph wa§. 
of the species called SULPHUR-3CTTOM. The whales of this species have remark-
able'étrength and vigour. When they zambol it is not unusuel to see tﬁgm leap
completely out of the water in the vertical position. This phenomengn_?pey
accomplish by the zreat strength of their tail. Until recently no-qu dared
to attack them because when they were harpooned they took off with such

speed that the whaleboat concerned was invariably drawn under the sea. But,
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wit@ lonz e;perie:ce, the harpooners learmed how to 2ttack +hem without
ianggr. To strike them they used, not the harpoon but a lance, to which was
attached a line with a buoy at its other end, The lance was driven deep
Sehind the whale's fin so as to reach its wvital parts. If the lance stroke
was abcurate and strong the duoy was thrown overboard into the sea as the
whale plunged dowvnwards and fled. When the blow was mortal, the whale would

eventually surface to breathe its last,

.$9 attack the HUNPBACK whale, whose vizour is less, they use a harpoon
wmith line attached, which runs out and draws the whaleboat a2fter the wounded
whale. A gan holding an axe stands beside the harpooner ready to cut the
line if it becomes snarled or blocked by a knot. The speed of the whaleboat
may become so fast that the water will rise six inches above the zunnel on
either side. This situztion is tefrifying for the';ovice but for the
experienced whalers such experience is fun and their skill is such that
for some time now no accident has occured., A HUMPBACK.whale is worth much

more than the others because it gives up a much larger amount of oil. (In

fhis Abb€ Ferland was misinformed as other species of whale zave up more oil)

: The whale that had just been killed was =2bout eizhty feet long: its
huge tail was secured to the howsprit of the schooner and its head well
beyqnd the ship's stern. As the water was clear its huge form was clearly
"yisible and impressed us as being much larger than the schooner., They
. qx?ected that it would wvield some eighty zallons of oil. It was indeed a
1ggky étroke of the lance considerin- that o0il now sells 2t twelve to

sizteen dollars a zzllon. =
As we 2rrived the crew had set to work to cut it up; lzrge strips

of the blubber were heing cut off with spades, hnisted 2bo2rd by means of

a tackle and stowed in the hold of the schooner to be taken to the try-works.

_Several of the pieces which were measured were up to a foot in thickness,.,
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On the smooth, black skin, not of rreat thickness, we noted, were attacked
molluscs, sea shells and whale lice, so nzmed beczuse they grow and fatten on

the flesh of the whale,

The captains and crews of the five or six whalingz schooners that frequent
the Gulf of St.Lawrence and Labrador belong to Gaspé and are the second.
generation of those stalwart men who, for sixty years, have donélﬁgttle with
these ziants of the deep., This year has been a good one for tﬁém ;;tﬁ fé; fogs

sipat sl

or zreat storms. Fog prevents the spotting and pursuit of the whales while

zales are eaually detrimental on account of danger to the whalebba%é;“o%tgh,

]
A

when the sea is rough, the body of a whale must be a-andoned because o?pfﬁé
fear that its sheer weight might cause the schooner to sink., In such-casé;
vefore anandoning the whale, a rope with a buoy attached is secured to it

so that it can be found more easily. Despite this, it often hapvens that the
whale is lost, esither bec=use the wind and waves carry it far away'or'bééﬁﬁse'

the rope breaks or is cut by scavengers of the sea.

Sal

fhe ships'used for whaling in the Gulf are large, well-built schoénérs,
capable of riding out bad storms; for to profit at this occupation it 15“
essential fto remain at sea, On the sides of these schooners are suspénded
two wnhaleboats which are kept ready for l=unching at the moment thé"sifﬁﬁl.
is ziven. Tﬁe crew of each schooner is made up of some fifteeﬁwmeniwhd°ﬁﬁ§¥
be ru-ged sailors and excellent rowers; because often thev must ve at their
oars for entire days. Previously they could aporoach whales by rowing but now
the least noise alerts them; thus on aporoaching at some distance the odrs

are shipped and sweeps or paddles, which make less noise in the water sre

used, . v B

The manner in which the crew is paid varies: some receive & fixed wige;
others get a proportional share of the profits of the whaling voyage., Among

7 3 2 . . - LTEY S
the men:of Captain Coffin's crew, two Micmac Indians of Gaspe Bay were pointed

PR . L9 i il e =122 MM -3 . 1n mwndtlam sawm AP A whala Mhaca
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Indians are excellent seamen; some schooners have thelr crews composed

entirely of Micmacs and these crews are the equal of others.

Trhe day following our visit Captain Stewart came into the hartour
where the try-works is located to discharge his load. He crought to my
~attention a baby whale that had been found in the body of the whale

killed and which had already attained a length of more than fourteen feet,
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HE GASE

In her interesting book, "TREASURE TROVE IN GASPE AND TEHE BAIE DES CHALEURS",
the late Gaspesian author, Mrs.Marzaret G.MacThirter wrote of talks +hat she
had with-two of Gaspe's noted whalers, Captain Charles Stewart and Felix Annet®.
These conversations provided, in part,the following information on whaling

lore and experiences:

Captain Stewart, acknowledged in his day to have been one of the best
whalers of Gaspe had begun operations on a sixty ton schooner, carrying two
whale 50&%3,-sai1ing to the Straits of Belle-Isle. Renowned as an expert with
the hérpoon;;Captain Stewart could strike his prey at g distance of six or
seven fathoms. He recalled many intefesting whaling experiences and close
escapés from dééth at sea., On one occasion, after harpooning a whale, the
rope that was running a smoking speed out of the whale boat,became jammed as
the result of a knot in the line. The boat capsized, throwing the crew into
the seéa. Fortunately a companion boat was near at hand to effect rescue,
Onde;*among drift ice, a cow whale searching for her calf, passed under
the whale boat and with a flick of her migzhty tail threw Captain Stewart
and another crew member overboard. They managed to seize hold of the line
and: were rescued from the icy waters. Less fortunate was the crew of a whzle
Yoat,. overtarned byfﬁhale that had been harpooned, 2nd drazged under when the
line caucht in the gunnel. Of the six men thrown into the sea, only one
surviyed,

ST was recalled that among the earliest whalers of Gasp; was Captain

Tilliam 4nnett. He and his brothers had built their own sturdy schooner and

had zéne on whaling expeditions in the Gulf 2nd 2long the North Shore. Captain

(9}

Annett was remembered for has remarkable size and trength., Six feet,fi&e inches
in heizht and built in proportion, his feats with the harpoon were a legend in
whaling circles of Gaspé. It was remembered that he and one of his brothers
had earried a whale boat, loaded in readiness for sea, upon their shoulders

to the water's edge for launcairg.
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Felix Annett, also a noted harpooner in his day, -recalled :the timé:-that’

nis boat had killed three Greenland whales off Kamouraska, The distance
through the great head of one of %hese whzles was seventeen feet and the: -
Slubver was eighteen inches thick. Like Captain Stewart, Felix ‘Annett could
recall whaling adventures of high drama and narrow ESC?PQS;.QPﬂPQQEQQR§§i°ﬂ
off Labrador, after zettin fast to a whale, the line Jammed after a flip of
the tail of the whale upset his boat. Another whale boat had arrived just. .
in time to save the crew, none of whom could swim. Anothér_i;gidgg?f?hgf saf ¢
remained vividly in Felix Annett's memory was the time that his whale.bpat .

rested high and drm on the back of a2 cow whale that rose rizht under their. .

craft while she was searching for her calf that the »oat had harpqoned. ais o
Keepiné utterly quiet, Felix Annett and his men had waited with terrible

aniiefy for their fate. The unexpected happened: tHe huge creaturq_sq;gledﬁw
slowly into the sea leaving the whale boat and its crew safe and unhurt, The

only expianation was that the cow whale had mistaken the boat for her calf, :

The typical whale boat used by the Gaspe whalers was described as Geing -
thirty feet long and manned by a crew of six men, four rowers, a steersman
and a harpooner. The harpoon had attached firmly to it some three hundred °
Tathoms of primewarp - a very strong and flexible menilla rope, one and sewen-
eizhts inches in size, The lance used waqbade of iron with a steel blede &nd
a handle of dog-wood. To it was attached ten fathoms of rope,_Whep a8 whale
was strucﬁ,and fled,the boat would fly through the water in 2 fgam;gg_;ggffﬁ;-
so that only the upper parts of the crew were vigible as thgy.rushgq through-

the water at tremendous speed.

- The major partners of the crew of a wh2ling schooner were usuzlly pafd =%

by a share. of the profits while other members received a:.fixed monthlyiwage,”

From an agreement entered into between Captain John Davis of ‘the ‘schosres

"RAMBLER" of the Port of Gaspe and his crew, this arransement is mécoFdéd:
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JAME TAGES PER SHARE
LCUTH

PELIR AP < - ONE 16th.
AZRIZR COPTIN ] - ONE 18th.
WILLIAM PATTERSON - - ONE 20th.
THOMAS PATTERSON - ONE 26th.
GE?RG? COFFIN i - ONE 28th.
J’-UIF.SWCO“EIN - ONE 28th.
C'{APLES DAVIS - ONE 28tn,
HUGE  JIREE (?) - oNE 28th
LOUIS ,FITZBACK ~18 dollars 3
JAMES -ARGUMENT 18 dollars _ "

J (?2)Vieletsdip(?) 14 dollars -
Duncan McKenzie 13 dollars -
Pierre -Parant 8 dollars -

Peter Jacques 8 dollars N

§ ==t

The price of whale oil was subject to market fluctations. At one time
a barrel of 0il (30 zallons) was worth ¥4 sterling while well-refined oil

commanded an 2dditional 2 sterling.

Céétéinm3£ewar¢ and Felix Annett spoke to Mrs Mcihirter of the three sﬁecies
of whale that they normally encou?tered. These were the SULPHUR 30TTOM,
HUMPBACK and FINNER. The first was considered by whalers as the most valuable
for its yield of o0il - as much as one hundred barrels having been obtained
from one kill., The SULPHUR éOTTOM whale zrew to zreat size - occesionally
over one nundred feet in lensth, twelve feet through and with a tail spread
of twenty feet. The most common of the Gulf whales was the HUNMPBACK, Thalers
respected the FINNER as a killer whgle. s distinzuishing feature was its

enormous fin on its back, some five feet high. In length it might reach
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seventy-five feet,

AZter the drama of the pursuit and final capture of a whale came %he.
process of cutting up which normally took about six hours. At the try-works
the >~lubber was melted down into o0il and grease in huge cauldrons with a - -

capacity of sixty to one hundred gallons,

+ As a postscript and personal note on Captain Charles Stewart and felix

Annett, that may be of interest to Gaspesians, the Diary of the Rev: George |

Milne, Rector of St.Andrew's Anglican Church, New Carlisle, has %he followlng

entry: -
MAY 26, 1848. MARRIED CHARLES STEWART OF GASPE BASIN, “€0.0F-

GASPE, MARINER, SON OF LATE JOHN OF COX, CO:CF
BONAVENTURE, MARINER & MARY MC KINNON HIS WIFE,
NOW WIFE OF SAMUEL CHRISTIE OF COX, FARMER /& 4 ©

BACHEIOR OF MAJOR AGE AND MARGARET MARTA STHRNES

OF COX, DAUGHTER OF PHILIP OF COX, FARMER AND: #%

MARY JANE SHERAR, WIFE, SPINSTER OF MAJOR AGE,

BY LICENSE,

elix Annett, the youngest son of Captain William Annett and his wife,

]

Marzaret Patterson was born in 1819 and died in 1869 at the comoaratlvely

early age of fifty years., Felix d4id not marry.

usl el

iy



VALE - TYE SALUTATION OF LEAVE TAKING

The era of the Gaspe whalers is now a memory - but one that is a
unique part of the cultural heritage of Gaspesia. Time and tide have
passed by the "wooden ships and iron men". The sails of departing and

returning whaling schooners are no longer to be seen in Gaspe Bay.

The accounts ofétheir exploits given atove, while fragmentary,
honour those early Gaspesian seamen, who, in the words of the pioneex
Overseer of the Pisheries, were the equals of their American and British

contemporary whalers "in s?ill, in hardihood, and in chrage".



